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Long-Term Targets Addressed (Based on NYSP12 ELA CCLS) 

I can document what I learn about a topic by taking notes. (W.3.8) 

I can sort evidence into provided categories. (W.3.8) 

I can use the writing process to plan, revise, and edit my writing (with support from peers and adults). (W.3.5) 

Supporting Learning Targets Ongoing Assessment 

• I can record details about bullfrogs’ adaptations into categories on my Bullfrog Research matrix.  

• I can create a plan for my bullfrog informational paragraph about how bullfrogs survive. 

• Bullfrog Research Matrix 

• Paragraph graphic organizer 
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Agenda Teaching Notes 

1. Opening  

A. Engaging the Writer: Introducing the Bullfrog 

Research Matrix (10 minutes) 

2. Work Time  

A. Organizing Research in the Bullfrog Matrix (20 

minutes) 

B. Planning the Paragraph: Completing the 

Paragraph Graphic Organizer (25 minutes) 

3. Closing and Assessment  

A. Debrief: Becoming an Bullfrog Expert (5 

minutes) 

4. Homework 

A. Talk with someone at home about how you are 

preparing to write a paragraph about the 

bullfrog. Share the information on your Bullfrog 

Research Matrix with them to show them all 

you’ve learned about the bullfrog. 

• Students will plan for their bullfrog paragraphs in two ways: First they will synthesize their bullfrog 

research into categories and then they will plan their actual paragraph using the paragraph graphic 

organizer from Module 1.  

• Struggling writers can work on the research matrix in advance of this lesson with support from an adult. 

Consider use of guided reading time or other designated instructional times when these students can 

receive support and guidance. Having the research matrix completed in advance of this lesson will alow 

these student to have more time to plan and write their paragraph. 

• Because the paragraph graphic organizer is familiar to students, teachers may elect to briefly review the 

tool rather than show a completed model. 

• In advance: Create a large chart of the Bullfrog Research Matrix and identify one or two categories to fill 

in as a model for students. 

• Students will use their Close Reading recording forms from throughout the unit in this lesson. They will 

need Close Reading: Main Ideas and Details recording forms: 

- Lessons 2/3:  Pages 4-7 and 12-15 

- Lessons 4/5: Pages 8-11 and 16-25 

- Lesson 7: Page 32 

- (Possibly Lesson 6: Mid-unit assessment; pages 26-31) 

• Students should be reminded that they may also want to reread the text to find more details. This will be 

particularly important for gathering details about bullfrogs’ physical characteristics, for which there is at 

least one rich detail on almost every page of Bullfrog at Magnolia Circle. There is a recording form, 

Bullfrog’s Physical Attributes, available for optional use. This recording form can even be considered as 

the homework for Lesson 9 in place of the one included for that lesson. 

• The samples for teacher reference in Supporting Materials are there to provide a general idea for teachers 

and do not represent all possibilities, particularly the paragraph writing graphic organizer.  
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Lesson Vocabulary Materials 

categories, matrix, plan • Bullfrog Research Matrix anchor chart (new; teacher-created; enlarged version of student’s matrix in Supporting Materials) 

• Bullfrog Research Matrix (one per student) 

• Writing Process anchor chart (from Module 1) 

• Paragraph Writing graphic organizer anchor chart (new; teacher-created; enlarged version of student’s organizer in 

Supporting Materials)  

• Paragraph Writing graphic organizer (one per student) 

• Lesson 10 Homework (one per student) 

Supplemental Materials 

• Bullfrog Physical Attributes recording form (optional; one per student or group) 

• Bullfrog Research Matrix (sample for teacher reference) 

• Suggestions for Topic Sentences and Conclusions (support for struggling writers) 

• Paragraph Writing graphic organizer (sample for teacher reference) 
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Opening Meeting Students’ Needs 

A. Engaging the Writer: Introducing the Bullfrog Research Matrix (10 minutes)  

• Begin by acknowledging students’ hard work becoming frog experts. They have read closely and talked with peers to learn 

about bullfrog adaptations. Today, they will have the chance to choose the important details from their research and complete 

their Bullfrog Research Matrix. Refer to the first learning target: I can record details about bullfrogs’ adaptations into 

categories on my Bullfrog Research Matrix.  Define the word matrix as “a tool to organize information.” 

• Display the Bullfrog Research Matrix anchor chart. Give students a few moments to study the anchor chart. Ask 

students to turn and tell a partner what they notice about the chart. Solicit a few ideas from the class, and if students have not 

already noticed, identify the familiar language of the category labels (habitat, life cycle, predator and prey, behavior, physical 

attributes) as well as the phrase “Vivid Words and Phrases.”  

• Explain to students that the matrix is a way for them to organize the most important information they have learned about 

bullfrogs. Briefly think aloud for students how to complete one of the rows. A think-aloud might sound like: “I know that one 

of the physical features of a frog is big eyes, so I am going to write that in this box. One of the vivid and precise phrases I 

remember is ‘bulging eyeballs,’ so I am going to put that beside the words ‘big eyes.’”  

• Remind students of their Close Reading: Main Ideas and Details recording forms from various Unit 1 lessons. Briefly model 

how to refer to the notes on any of the Close Reading: Main Ideas and Details recording forms.  

• Next model how to reread Bullfrog at Magnolia Circle to find additional information. Rereading will be particularly 

important in order to find more information about bullfrogs’ physical characteristics, which was not a focus of a specific 

lesson, but rather addressed throughout their reading of this text. 

• Check for understanding by asking students to show how well they understand the task with the thumb-o-meter check-for-

understanding protocol (thumbs-up, thumbs-sideways, or thumbs-down). Clarify the task as necessary to ensure all students 

are prepared for the task.  

 

• Work with struggling learners 

and ELLs to complete the 

Bullfrog Research Matrix in 

advance of the lesson. This will 

allow them more time to plan 

their paragraph. 
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Work Time Meeting Students’ Needs 

A. Organizing Research in the Bullfrog Matrix (20 minutes) 

• Distribute the Bullfrog Research Matrix recording form to each student. Allow students 20 minutes to work on their 

matrix. Consider allowing students to work with a partner while planning and choosing details. Each student should complete 

their own organizer and write their own paragraph in the next session, but the thinking work could be done in pairs. 

• Confer with students and provide guidance as needed.  

• Add nonlinguistic symbols 

to the Bullfrog Research 

matrix to help clarify the 

categories.  

• For students who have 

already completed the 

matrix, begin to work on 

the paragraph graphic 

organizer and use the time 

of Work Time B to 

continue to prepare these 

students for the writing of 

their paragraphs. 

B. Planning the Paragraph: Completing the Graphic Organizer (25 minutes) 

• After 20 minutes, gather the class back together as a group. Remind students that great writers usually do not just start 

writing. Writers make sure they have good information about their topic. They just gathered their best information about 

bullfrogs and put it in the Bullfrog Research matrix. Congratulate them on their hard work organizing the bullfrog 

information into their matrix. 

• Ask students to deconstruct the second lesson target: “I can create a plan for my bullfrog informational paragraph.” Circle and 

discuss the words plan, informational, and paragraph, and add visuals as necessary to ensure that students fully understand 

the target.  

• Display the writing process anchor chart from Module 1. Ask: “Why do thoughtful writers plan before they begin 

writing?” Students discuss their ideas about planning, first with a partner, and then with the whole class. Add students’ 

thinking to a whole class chart as a way to document the “what” and “why” of the first step in the writing process. The writing 

process is a critical component of the remainder of this unit. 

• There is a list of possible 

topic sentences and 

conclusions in Supporting 

Materials that can be used 

by struggling writers. This 

will allow the Work Time B 

in this lesson to exclusively 

focus on the detail 

sentences.  
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Work Time (continued) Meeting Students’ Needs 

• If necessary, guide students toward understanding that planning is essential so that writers know what they are going to write 

about and can begin to organize their ideas before they begin. Remind students about the good writing work they did in 

Module 1, planning and writing their paragraph about their own reading goals and also about a librarian or organization that 

helps people access books around the world. They have learned a lot as writers! 

• As they have done before as writers, they will make a plan and organize their thoughts before they actually start writing. 

Display the Paragraph Writing graphic organizer anchor chart. 

• Ask students to remind themselves about how to use the paragraph graphic organizer by examining its format. Invite students 

to turn and talk. Ask them questions as you point to the different boxes of the graphic organizer: “What information goes in 

this box? That box?” Finally, ask students: “How did this graphic organizer help you last time as writers?” 

• Tell students that they now get to plan for writing a paragraph about how bullfrogs survive. Distribute a Paragraph Writing 

graphic organizer to each student. They may talk and work with a partner to plan their paragraph. They can talk together 

to help each other think about what details to include and how to explain those details. Students each need to complete their 

own graphic organizer. 

• Make it clear to students that their primary source for details as they plan is their already completed Bullfrog Research 

matrix. They can also refer to their Bullfrog at Magnolia Circle texts. 

• Circulate as students work, supporting as needed. In the next lesson, students will write their own paragraph. 
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Closing and Assessment Meeting Students’ Needs 

A. Debrief: Becoming an Bullfrog Expert (5 minutes)  

• Gather students together and ask them to stand up with their Research Matrix and spread out around the classroom. Tell 

students they will now mix and mingle and share with their peers the things they included on their Bullfrog Research Matrix. 

As they share, they can use the following sentence frame: “One thing I know about bullfrogs is ____.” 

 

 

 

Homework Meeting Students’ Needs 

• Talk with someone at home about how you are preparing to write a paragraph about the bullfrog. Share the information on 

your Bullfrog Research Matrix with them to show them all you’ve learned about the bullfrog. 
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Bullfrog Research Matrix 

 

Category Bullfrog Vivid Words and Phrases  

Habitat _____________________________ 

_____________________________ 

_____________________________ 

_____________________________ 

_____________________________ 

 

_________________________ 

_________________________ 

_________________________ 

_________________________ 

_________________________ 

 

Life Cycle _____________________________ 

_____________________________ 

_____________________________ 

_____________________________ 

_____________________________ 

 

_________________________ 

_________________________ 

_________________________ 

_________________________ 

_________________________ 

 

Predators 

and Prey 
_____________________________ 

_____________________________ 

_____________________________ 

_____________________________ 

_____________________________ 

 

_________________________ 

_________________________ 

_________________________ 

_________________________ 

_________________________ 

 

Behaviors _____________________________ 

_____________________________ 

_____________________________ 

_____________________________ 

_____________________________ 

 

_________________________ 

_________________________ 

_________________________ 

_________________________ 

_________________________ 

 

Physical 

Attributes 
_____________________________ 

_____________________________ 

_____________________________ 

_____________________________ 

_____________________________ 

 

_________________________ 

_________________________ 

_________________________ 

_________________________ 

_________________________ 
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Bullfrog Research Matrix Recording Form 

(Sample for Teacher Reference) 

 

Category Bullfrog Vivid Words and Phrases  

Habitat bayou (freshwater) 

warm, wet places 

water with duckweed and lily pads 

 

bayou, bayou waters, duckweed, water 

lilies 

emerge 

cascades 

Spanish moss, wild weed 

illuminates 

Life Cycle 10,000-20,000 eggs laid among plants in slow-

moving water 

egg to tadpole to youngster to adult 

4-6 years to become an adult 

calling site 

male, female 

deposit eggs 

 

Predators 

and Prey 
Prey – crayfish, southern cricket frog, sphinx 

moths, lizards, snails, snakes, fish, mice 

Predator – black-crowned heron and man 

springs forward 

shoots out 

crustacean (crayfish) 

Behaviors Uses a calling site to call for a mate 

hop, jump, swim, float 

Uses long, sticky tongue to catch food 

eyeballs push food down throat 

good hunters 

croak by forcing air across vocal cords 

closing his eyes with each hop 

evening meal 

booming croaks (brrwoom) 

communicate 

deep bass voice 

floats effortlessly  

 

Physical 

Attributes 
long, webbed back feet 

layer of skin on eyes so can see underwater 

external ear (tympana) 

5-6 inches long (12 inches with legs outstretched) 

largest frogs in North America 

bulging eyeballs 

jelly-like film 

underbellies 

smooth, green skin 
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Explain 1: Specific facts about this 
____________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________ 

 

Detail 1: One reason bullfrogs survive 
___________________________________________ 

___________________________________________ 

___________________________________________ 

___________________________________________ 

___________________________________________ 

 

 

Paragraph Writing Graphic Organizer 

 

 

Name: 

Date: 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Topic: Inform readers about the topic - how bullfrogs survive 
____________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________ 
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Detail 2: Another reason bullfrogs survive 
___________________________________________ 

___________________________________________ 

___________________________________________ 

___________________________________________ 

___________________________________________ 

 

Explain: Specific facts about this 
____________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________ 

 

Conclusion: Remind readers about the topic – bullfrog survival 
____________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________ 
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Explain 1: Specific facts about this 
 
Webbed feet and strong back legs – jump and hop; swim in bayou waters to get away from 
predators, get to calling site to mate, get to prey (crayfish, snakes, small frogs, mice, lizards, fish, 
moths) 
 
Long sticky tongue – to catch prey 
 
Eyeballs – push food down the throat to eat; see and stalk prey 
 
Layer of skin on eyes – to see underwater 
 
Tympanum (external ears) – hear predators and prey 
 
Can sit still for long periods to surprise prey 
 
Large eyes – see prey 
 

Detail 1: One reason bullfrogs survive 
 
Body parts – webbed feet, long sticky tongue, bulging eyes, 

special layer of skin on eyes, tympanum, strong back legs 

Behaviors – swimming, jumping, hopping, surprising prey, 

fighting other males, hibernates in mud in winter 

 

Paragraph Writing Graphic Organizer 
(Sample for Teacher Reference) 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Topic: Inform readers about the topic - how bullfrogs survive 
 
Bullfrogs survive using certain behaviors and body parts 

 

Bullfrogs reproduce 
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Detail 2: Another reason bullfrogs survive 
 
Reproduction  

 

 

Explain 2: Specific facts about this 
 
uses its croak to attract (call to) a mate; fight (wrestle) other males 

 

female lays (deposits) 10,000-20,000 eggs in plants in slow moving water like bayou  

 

egg (about a week) to tadpole (year) to youngster (1-3 years) to adult 

 

Conclusion: Remind readers about the topic – bullfrog survival 
 
Bullfrog has behaviors (special ways of acting) and special body parts that help it to survive 
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Suggestions for Topic Sentences and Conclusions 

(Support for Struggling Writers) 

 
 
 

Topic sentences: 
 

The bullfrog is the largest frog in North America. It survives using special body parts 

and behaviors. 

Bullfrogs have many adaptations that help it to survive. Some of these are physical 

features and some are ways of acting. 

There are many ways that a bullfrog survives. 

Have you ever wondered what allows a bullfrog to survive? 

A bullfrog’s survival depends on many things. 

Many things allow bullfrogs to survive. 

 
 
 

Conclusions: 
 

The bullfrog is well adapted for survival. 

As you can see, bullfrogs have many ways to survive. 

Because of its special adaptations, bullfrogs will be around for a long time! 

Thanks to its amazing adaptations, bullfrogs survive and live on. 

In conclusion, bullfrogs are great survivors. 
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Bullfrog’s Physical Attributes 

 

Name: 

Date: 

 
 

Page  
 

Physical attribute 
 

 
 

 

________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________ 
 

 
 

 

________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________ 
 

 
 

 

________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________ 
 

 
 

 

________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________ 

 

 
 

 

________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________ 
 

 
 

 

________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________ 
 

 
 

 

________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________ 
 

 
 

________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________ 
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Bullfrog’s Physical Attributes 

(Sample for Teacher Reference) 

 

Name: 

Date: 

 
 
 

Page  
 

Physical attribute 
 

 
6-7 

 

 
yellow throat, shades of green, long webbed back feet 

 
8-9 

 

 
white underside (belly), long body, long sticky tongue, 4 toes on each foot 

 
10-11 
 

 
webbed back feet, spotted body, dark circle on side of head 

 
12-13 

 

 
long back legs, spots on legs, smooth green skin 

 
14-15 

 

 
round eyes 

 
16-17 

 

 
big round eyes, forked tongue 

 
 

 

________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________ 
 

 
 

________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________ 
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Lesson 10 Homework 

 

 

Name: 

Date: 

 

 

Talk with someone at home about how you are preparing to write a paragraph about 

the bullfrog.  

 

Share the information on your Bullfrog Research Matrix with them to show them all 

you’ve learned about the bullfrog. Return the Research Matrix to school. 

 


